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• Enter a climate stewardship covenant or
take a climate stewardship pledge.

• Be part of an aggregate purchase of
renewable energy certificates (also
known as green tags).

• Start taking specific action on energy
conservation and energy efficiency at
home, churches, and your place of
work.

Visit our website to learn more about what is
being done in our region;  energy
conservation opportunities; climate
stewardship resources; challenges and
solutions; science: global and regional
modeling; news: impact and action; and faith
communities in action.

Covenants for congregations, families, and
individuals, along with a pledge can be
downloaded from our website at
www.prairiestewardship.org

Share with us what you are doing.

What can you do to support
climate stewardship?

PCSN invites you to join our
network.

Why join a network?

By coming together, we
strengthen our commitment
and effort.

We invite you to start right
now by  taking one or more
steps:

Prairie Climate
Stewardship Network

Recognizing that our response to climate
change must be a cooperative one,

involving all levels of society.

Built on the foundation of our shared
theology – the sacredness of
creation – Prairie Climate
Stewardship Network (PCSN) is an
ecumenical effort to nurture climate
stewardship through building a
network of those who are concerned
about climate change and interested
in taking one or more steps towards
practicing good climate stewardship.

Churches are doorways to the larger
community.  PCSN looks to
churches as entry points to the rest
of community, inviting everyone
concerned to be part of the initiative.
In addition to being ecumenical,
PCSN is also inclusive in its effort.

An insert, “Climate Stewardship: The
Biblical Basis for Caring for
Creation,” is included with this
brochure. The insert is also available
on our website.
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Prairie Stewardship Network

In partnership with
The Episcopal Diocese of North Dakota
Environmental Stewardship Committee;

Presbyterians for Restoring Creation Northern
Plains Presbytery; &

Troop 123 (including Eagle Scout Service
Projects), sponsored by Faith Lutheran

Church, Bismarck.



Furthermore, if each of us were to use energy
efficiently and conserve energy, collectively our
impact would be significant.  We need to
remember that not all the answers to helping
mitigate climate change are waiting to be
discovered, not all are dependent on technological
breakthroughs, not all still need to be proven and
tested.  Through making choices that support
energy efficiency and conservation, we are
participating in two effective ways to support
climate stewardship – we are choosing to become
involved and to be part of the solution.

Many of us are unaware that:
•Households use about one-fifth of the total
energy consumed in the US each year.
•Household operations account for 35 percent of
the greenhouse gas emissions that contribute
to climate change and 32 percent of the common
air polluting emissions.
•The average home contributes up to two times
as much carbon dioxide as the average
automobile.
•Energy sources that power heating and cooling
systems in households emit more than 500
million tons of carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere each year.

Many of us are equally unaware that solutions
are at our fingertips:
•A two-degree adjustment to our thermostat
setting prevents 500 pounds of carbon dioxide
from entering the atmosphere each year.
•If the average home were to be equipped with
only EnergyStar products, energy bills and
greenhouse gas emissions would be cut by
about 30 percent.
•Increasing lighting efficiency is one of the
quickest and easiest ways to conserve energy.
By replacing 25 percent of our light bulbs in high-
use areas with compact fluorescent light bulbs
(CFL), we could save up to 50% of our lighting bill.
In a typical home, one CFL can reduce carbon
dioxide emissions by 260 pounds per year.
•We can save further conserve energy, saving
10 percent or more on our energy bill, by
reducing air leaks in our homes.

Visit our web site for information on what you
can do to conserve energy starting with what
you have.  Why wait?

Energy facts from “Efficiency and Conservation,”
National Energy Education Development Project.

Renewable Energy Certificates: participate
in an aggregate purchase

One renewable energy certificate (also known as a
green tag) represents the environmental benefits
resulting from the generation of 1,000 kilowatt hours of
renewable energy.  Until green pricing is available
throughout the state, participating in an aggregate
purchase of renewable energy certificates provides us
with an opportunity to offset the impact of our personal
energy consumption and support the production of
renewable energy, one of the solutions to climate
change.  By purchasing renewable energy certificates,
we will be providing an added incentive for more
renewables to be integrated into the energy system.

A minimum threshold of 1,000 tags is required when
purchasing green tags.  A tag costs $5.00. A typical
family would need to purchase 12 tags a year to offset
its environmental impact.  By participating in an
aggregate purchase, groups, families, and individuals
can decide whether or not to offset their total
environmental impact.  In addition, each can purchase
what each can afford. PSN will organize and monitor the
aggregate purchase.  For more information contact
PCSN at 701-647-2532.

Energy Conservation and Efficiency:
starting at home

The importance of energy conservation and
efficiency to climate stewardship
The burning of fossil fuels (such as coal, oil, and
gasoline) enables us to live a life of comfort and
convenience by providing electricity and heat for our
homes, businesses, and churches.  Energy powers our
factories and runs our vehicles.  However, the burning of
fossil fuels also produces greenhouse gas emissions,
which are contributing to climate change.  Given that,
each of us has a responsibility to use energy more
efficiently to reduce our personal contribution to
greenhouse gas emissions.

As all of us use energy, be it at home, at work, in church,
or when driving, we have many opportunities to reduce
our greenhouse gas emissions. By recognizing that each
of us holds a key to part of the solution, we are one step
closer to making a difference.

Family Covenant
on Climate Stewardship

We will be mindful of our covenantal relationship with
God and Creation and of the sacred integrity of
Creation.  We will seek to do one or more of the
following:

Recognize that, although we are few, our
actions and inactions, intentional and
unintentional, impact Creation.  We open our
hearts to God’s call to be good stewards of
God’s Creation.

Learn about how climate change is already
affecting lives across the globe.

Be informed about climate stewardship and
specific actions we can take to support climate
stewardship.

Make our home more energy efficient.

Buy locally.

Support renewable energy production by
purchasing renewable energy certificates.

Support constructive efforts we can take, as a
state, to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions;
for example, through wind energy; perennial
biomass (e.g. switchgrass and other native
prairie grasses); coal gasification with carbon
capture and geologic sequestration; and
terrestrial carbon sequestration through good
stewardship of prairie soils and wetlands.
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